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Bishop to Visit This Saturday, May 2! 
Fr. Rob Droste, Rector 

Bishop Marc will make his regular visit to all Saints this Saturday, May 2. (It's not on Sunday, May 3, as originally 
planned!)  
  
He will arrive around 2:00 to help with the food pantry. Our worship service, where he will preside and preach, is at 
3:00. From 4:15 to 5:00 he'll be available for social time, and he'll meet with the vestry and Fr. Rob from 
5:00 to 6:00. 

  
 

Just a Bunch of Show-Offs 

Fr. Rob Droste, Rector 

The original time planned for Bishop Marc's visit was this Sunday afternoon. I'm so glad it was changed to Saturday! 
The change will allow us to make it a celebration of all the service God is inspiring us to do. Since Bishop Marc is 
leading the Diocese of California into the concept of "area ministry" - the idea that we focus our energy on the needs 
of the area surrounding us - it's time to show off! 
  
During the service, we will have special recognitions of ministry. We'll celebrate the food pantry, our April Showers 
volunteers, our April Showers sandwich makers, our Building Futures chefs, our Neighborhood Center activities, our 
partnership with Roosevelt, our weekly hospitality to Sunday newcomers, our New Orleans mission, and the Uganda 
youth team. 
  
At the same time, we'll want to recognize the ministries that are essential to equipping and encouraging us for all 
this service: pastoral care for one another; facilities, buildings and grounds; stewardship and finance; education and 
formation programs; the Fourth Day group; and all those who create and organize weekly worship at All Saints. 
  
I hope you'll be very proud of what you're accomplishing here. It's all done at God's invitation, to be sure, and 
without God's constant help we could do none of it. But we also have a role: we have to say yes to God's invitation, 
and we have certainly done so enthusiastically. It's Easter and it's spring, so we can appreciate how the results are 
flowering all around us. On Saturday, let's gather them together and offer a big bouquet to Bishop Marc.  
 



  

Rummage Sale May 16: How to Help 

Kathleen Waters 

The Family Ministries Team Rummage Sale on May 16 (8:00 to 2:00) will benefit the youth team's Uganda trip. Drop 
off donations at All Saints after May 3. Please, no electronics, luggage, or furniture.  

  

For more information on how to donate your gently used items, or to volunteer to help, call Kathleen Waters at 510-
895-8176.  
 

Pastoral Team Seeks New Members 

John Trubina 

We are looking for new members to build a Pastoral Care Team. Our first team meeting will be May 30. For more 
information, contact John Trubina, 415/517-5646 or jtrubina@comcast.net.  

  

The Pastoral Care Team provides every household with friendship and encouragement and assists the pastor in 
meeting the spiritual needs of the congregation. We provide:  

• Concern for the spiritual well-being of others  

• Intercessory prayer  

• Assistance to the pastor with crisis care around illness, hospital care, and death  

• Encouragement to attend worship (including the mailing of worship bulletins when households are absent)  

• Welcoming visitors to our services through a welcome package and literature  

 

Volunteer for All Saints-Roosevelt Tutoring Partnership 

Maxine Sitts, Neighborhood Center Facilitator 

The first volunteer from the All Saints/Roosevelt Tutoring Partnership began at Roosevelt 
on April 22. Mary Kincaid is tutoring individual kindergarten and first-grade kids on 
Wednesdays from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. until the end of the school year. Why not ask Mary 
about her experience with these wonderful young students? It's amazing what impact an 
hour a week can have on young, inquiring minds and hearts.  
  
We expect Roosevelt representatives at the food pantry at noon May 2, to explain this 

program to our 30+ volunteers from the neighborhood and the parish.  
  
We need a few more volunteers who are willing to spend one hour a week in a kindergarten or first-grade Roosevelt 
classroom working with individual students. This is incredibly important and rewarding work, and the kids really 
respond well to the one-on-one attention. The plan is to expand this partnership in the fall to even more tutoring 
opportunities. Now is a good time to see if this is something you'd like to do. All interested, please pick up a 
volunteer packet in the church office, and contact Margo Howard at 562-4835 or email her 
at margohoward@sbcglobal.net or joseandmargo@sbcglobal.net. 

  

Suggest Parishioners for Recognition 

John Trubina 

We are beginning a Parishioner Recognition program. By filling out one of the forms in the narthex, you can 
nominate someone who stands out in the church for a Certificate of Appreciation. It's a nice way to say thank you.  
  
At the Liturgy on the first Sunday of the month, we will present printed certificates (suitable for framing) to those 



being recognized for their faithful work on the Church's mission. 
  
Please drop completed forms in John Trubina's office mailbox. 

  
  

Food Pantry Tidbits 

From April 16 Network Meeting at County Food Bank 
Maxine Sitts, Reporter for Meeting 

Bountiful Bucket Is A Source of Miracles!  
All Saints' Blue Bountiful Bucket accepts one-dollar bills. Because of the miracle of the Alameda County Community 
Food Bank, each $1 provides $7 worth of food to a needy person or family. It's a small re-enactment of the loaves 
and fishes! 

  
TheAlameda County Community Food Bank experienced its busiest quarter in many years 
from January through March 2009. In March, the Food Bank distributed 1.5 million pounds of 
food, the largest amount in memory. In February, 1.25 million pounds of food went to needy 
persons. 
  
This year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reports a 40 percent increase in demand for its 
food over last year. 
  
May 20, 2009, is Hunger Action Day in Sacramento. The Alameda County Community Food 
Bank and many of its clients will be meeting with legislators to urge state funding for food 
programs. Join them if you wish. All Saints is one of nearly 300 clients of the Food Bank. 
  
Food stamps are a wonderful program to get low-cost food. At All Saints, we help our food 
pantry guests apply for food stamps. If you know of a family or person who you think might 

qualify for food stamps, please contact Cynthia Eaton, DYQGinfo@gmail.com. 
  
Join us at the next Network Meeting on July 17. Contact Tom Breckenridge, tom.Breckenridge@gmail.com, if you are 
interested. 
   

  

Get Fit at Our Own Neighborhood Center 

Maxine Sitts 

Join neighbors and parishioners for Cardio Kickboxing with Charisse Evans in the Fireside Room. This is just one of 
several activities at our Neighborhood Center. This fun workout combines shadow boxing, kickboxing, sports drills, 
dance moves, weight training, and yoga. The class is interval based, allowing people at any fitness level to custom 
tailor their workouts. Saturdays, 8 to 9 a.m., $15 per class. 
 
For more information on this class, contact the instructor by email at charisseevans@hotmail.com. Charisse is a joy 
to get to know, and she has provided volunteers for our food pantry! 
 
For more information about Neighborhood Center opportunities, contact Maxine Sitts, sittsbreck@att.net. 

  

Walk with Me 

John Trubina, Deacon Postulant 

 
Greetings. Another month has gone by so quickly, and here I sit once again, giving you an update on my studies and 
what is happening during my formation. 
 
As you know, I attended the Vocations Conference at CDSP in March and was accepted as a postulant in the 
seminary. I am very excited to be on this path, and I wouldn't have made it this far without your prayers and 
support. Thank you. 
 
In May we will complete the first year at the School for Deacons. We will then take a break until the fall semester 



begins in August. The parish's Congregational Vocations Committee will break from its monthly meetings with me 
from June through August.  
During my second year at the school, I will begin my field education. I have decided to work as assistant chaplain to 
(Deacon) Kay Landers at the Fairmont Hospital here in San Leandro.  
 
I went to visit Kay a couple of times during the past month. One morning I accompanied her as she visited the 
patients and chatted with them. It was such a spiritual and uplifting experience to stand next to her and watch her 
comfort the patients through her presence. I was very moved and thankful to be given the opportunity to walk with 
her, and I look forward to working side by side with her in the fall. 
 
My tentative monthly schedule (during the fall classes) will be as follows: 

• 1 weekend at Fairmont Hospital  

• 1 weekend at School for Deacons  

• 2 weekends at All Saints  

Here is an update on the School for Deacons socks collection for the homeless. Overall we had a wonderful turnout 
of donations, and we have collected over 2,000 pairs of women's, men's, and children's socks. All Saints donated a 
total of 80 pairs. Thank you very much for your kind donations. 
 
There is still time to let me know if you would be interested in attending our next community dinner, scheduled for 
May 9 at the school in Berkeley. If you wish to attend as my guest, please drop me a line or call me. This is opened 
to anyone in the parish family. 
Have a wonderful, blessed and safe summer! I will continue my updates in the fall. 
 
In Christ's Service, 
John 
jtrubina@comcast.net, 415-517-5646 
  

Neighborhood Center: A Gathering  

Place for Many 

Maxine Sitts, Neighborhood Center Facilitator 

On any given day, you may hear the soothing sounds of Qigong, the lively beat of a Greek 
folk dance, the reflective music of Sacred Circle dancers, or the pounding feet of cardio-
kickboxing enthusiasts. Other days, you may see cartloads of canned goods, bread, and 
fresh vegetables heading for storage in our food pantry and freezers. Then, there are the 
12-step groups that find our building a quiet, safe place to meet. These neighborhood 
activities complement and add meaning to All Saints' treasured worship and meditation 
gatherings.  
  
Over the past year, the vision for our Neighborhood Center has been to create a place filled 
with activities that nourish the community in mind, body, and spirit. We are seeing that 
vision come to reality. In addition to ongoing classes, groups are using our building for 
occasional meetings. For example, Citizens for a Safer San Leandro find 911 Dowling a 
convenient place to work on their website design. Rotary and the Broadmoor Neighborhood 
Association also meet here.  
  
So far, the guidelines for building use are working well. Secretary Janet is doing a 
wonderful job with scheduling and room assignments. We are publicizing Neighborhood 
Center activities in the newspapers, in our bulletin, and in our newsletter. And we are 
benefitting from the advice and support of the Vestry on a monthly basis. 
  
A primary goal now is to research what it would take to have a homework center in our 
space next school year. We are partnering closely with Roosevelt on this issue, so that we 
can assure ultimate safety and security for the kids, meeting all requirements imposed by 
the Episcopal Diocese, our insurance company, and the San Leandro School District. 
  
If you'd like to see our guidelines, please ask Janet in the office for a copy. And if you know 

of groups who'd benefit from meeting in our space, please contact Maxine Sitts at sittsbreck@att.net, or talk to 
Janet in the office. 

  

The Episcopal Church and Domestic Poverty Alleviation: Learn All About It 
Maxine Sitts, Sojourners Member 

Faith in the Balance: A Call to Action is the title of a report issued on Ash Wednesday, 2009, on the Presiding Bishop's 
Summit on Domestic Poverty. As cited in Sojourners' Faith and Justice Connection 4.21 Newsletter (online), The 
Episcopal Church is one of many faiths weighing in on the need to alleviate poverty in the United States.  



Upcoming Events 
See the online calendar for YAA events and regular events including services, Bible study, 

Cardio-kickboxing with Charisse (every Saturday AM), Wild Goose Qigong (every Monday 

AM), and Let's Do Lunch (every Wednesday midday). 

Saturday, May 2 
Liturgy of the Steward  8:30 AM 
Food Pantry setup & lunch  11:00 AM 
Food Pantry  1:00 PM 
Bishop Marc's visitation  3:00 PM 
 
Sunday, May 3 
April Showers  11:00 AM  Boys and Girls Club 
 
Saturday, May 9 
Sacred Circle Dance  7:00 PM 
 
Saturday, May 16 
Family Ministry Team Rummage Sale (benefits Uganda trip)  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM    
 
Sunday, May 17 
April Showers  11:00 AM  Boys and Girls Club 
 
Saturday, May 23 
Sacred Circle Dance  7:00 PM 
 
Sunday, May 31 
April Showers  11:00 AM  Boys and Girls Club 
 
Saturday, June 6 
Liturgy of the Steward  8:30 AM 
Food Pantry setup & lunch  11:00 AM 
Food Pantry  1:00 PM 
  

Contact Info 
Fr. Rob Droste, Rector, 510-569-7020 
  
Mary Nelson, Newsletter Editor, 510-583-5176 
  

 


