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        Rector's LetterRector's LetterRector's LetterRector's Letter    

    Time to Get Building Time to Get Building Time to Get Building Time to Get Building 
AgainAgainAgainAgain     

Fr. Rob Droste  
  
For over a year, we've been enjoying 
our dry, warm, termite- and dry-rot-
free buildings. Our physical plant -- 
our biggest tool for ministry -- is well 
maintained and working for us. Now 
it's time to move forward with the 
next stage of our building project: 
bringing the facility into full 
compliance with Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations.  
 
There are three important reasons to 
move on this now.  

First, and most important, it reflects 
our traditional commitment to 
hospitality. Certainly, disabled 
people can now come into our space 
because of the steel ramp and 
elevator in the parish hall. It was 
clearly the best solution available at 
the time, but it still relies on a bit of 
a "detour" through the Fireside 
Room. Disabled people now 
generally expect to come in the 
same way as everyone else, and 
some of our older members are 
having a harder and harder time 
navigating the back steps, too. It's 



navigating the back steps, too. It's 
time for us to provide an easier 
accommodation for all of them. 

  

Second, we are required by the City 
of San Leandro to make these 
upgrades. When any organization 
gets permits (as we did in 2008), it is 
required by law to become ADA 
compliant. Our permits are still open 
-- but they are not open-ended. We 
still need to get our final inspection 
from the city. That means installing 
permanent ramps, crash bars, and 
other upgrades. We can do it 
according to our plan or be forced to 
do it by the city. 

  

Third, we have to be ADA compliant 
to provide childcare on site. Many of 
you know that a team is working 
diligently on developing a 
partnership with a childcare 
provider. If we want to enjoy the 
benefits of serving neighborhood 
families with before- and after-
school programs (benefits that would 
include the satisfaction of serving 
families and added revenue for 
ministry), we have to get our ADA 
signoff. 

  
So the time to get this done is now. 
More information on proposed 
designs and budgets will be coming 
throughout the fall. This project will 
be under the leadership of Jack 
Kincaid, in cooperation with 
Neighborhood Center Facilitator 
Maxine Sitts, and is supported by the 
vestry, rector, Facilities Care 
Committee, and others. If you would 
like to be part of the team making 
these important changes, please 
contact Jack, Maxine, or Rector's 
Warden Liz Berg. 



 

    Tutoring Partnership Tutoring Partnership Tutoring Partnership Tutoring Partnership 
Needs You!Needs You!Needs You!Needs You! 

 

   
Roosevelt School/All Saints 
Tutoring Partnership  
  
If you're looking 
for a rewarding 
way to serve your 
community and 
improve the 
overall quality of 
life here in the 
process, look no 
farther than your 
own backyard. 
All Saints 
parishioners are being called to 
spend an hour a week working with 
individual students in a kindergarten 
or first-grade classroom or, 
alternatively, with fourth- or fifth-
graders in an after-school Homework 
Club.  
 
The Tutoring Partnership is in full 
swing for the 2009-2010 school year. 
Two new All Saints folks (Clyde 
Fralick and Gwen Page) have 
recently joined Mary Kincaid, who 
started tutoring last Spring as the 
Partnership's first volunteer and is 
back this year for more. Roosevelt 
Principal Victoria Forrester is very 
appreciative of the generosity of the 
All Saints volunteers and says she 
can already see a difference in the 
kids who have been helped by the 
Partnership.  
 
Please consider lending a hand to 
this effort. The need is great, the 
work is fun, and the kids really 
respond well to the one-on-one 



respond well to the one-on-one 
attention. If you are interested, 
please pick up a San Leandro School 
District volunteer application in the 
fellowship hall information table and 
contact Maxine Sitts 
(sittsbreck@att.net) or Margo 
Howard 
(margohoward@sbcglobal.net).  

  

    ParkingParkingParkingParking  

Jeanne Cochran  
   
It has been an unwritten tradition at 
All Saints for many years that the 
white-painted curb area in front of 
the church be left available for 
those who have mobility problems, 
either to be let off or to park 
themselves. I realized how important 
this was when I recently had to use a 
walker for two Sundays. 

  

    2010 Centennial Calendar2010 Centennial Calendar2010 Centennial Calendar2010 Centennial Calendar  

Calendar Committee  
   
The first two Sundays we sold 78 
calendars.  
 
The calendar features pictures of 
our church, events, people of All 
Saints and pictures of the six 
ministers who served over the years.  
 
We are asking a donation of $15 for 
the first two copies, $12 for each 
additional copy.  
 
You folks out of town, please add $2 
shipping and handling. For three or 
more calendars, contact us for 
shipping charges at 



shipping charges at 
wkendot@yahoo.com. Make check 
out to All Saints Church. Mailing 
address: 911 Dowling Blvd., San 
Leandro, CA 94577-2125. 
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Crime Awareness and Prevention 
Meeting  
Thursday, November 12 
  
Do you know the basics of being a 
good witness if you see a crime in 
progress (or suspect a crime)?  
 
Do you know when to call the police?  
 
Be sure to attend a wide-ranging 
meeting on crime awareness and 
prevention sponsored by the San 
Leandro Police Department and 
Citizens for a Safer San Leandro. It's 
for everyone who lives, works, or 
plays in San Leandro.  
 
The meeting will be held at the 
Marina Community Center, 15301 
Wicks Blvd., from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
on November 12. The new Chief of 
Police, Ian Willis, will present crime 
statistics and discuss the police 
budget. Connie Stephens and 
Darlene Jenkins (who often attends 
All Saints) will speak on behalf of 
Citizens for a Safer San Leandro 
(visit the website 
www.safersanleandro.org).  
 
Officer Kerri Kovach will speak on 
crime-free business and multi-
housing initiatives, and Officer Tim 
DeGrano will fill us in about 



DeGrano will fill us in about 
Neighborhood Watch. Of course, All 
Saints has hosted Neighborhood 
Watch evening picnics for several 
years, and each year more people 
attend.  
 
Also, burglary -- residential, 
commercial, and auto -- is on the 
agenda, along with holiday and 
travel safety. Put this one on your 
calendar! It's an evening that sure to 
provide lots of tips on how we can 
help prevent crime and stay safe. 
  

  

Social MinistriesSocial MinistriesSocial MinistriesSocial Ministries  

Tom Breckenridge  
   
Food Pantry News   

  

Anniversary  
November 7 marks the one-year 
anniversary of the phenomenon that 
is the Food Pantry at the 
Neighborhood Center at All Saints 
Parish. On that rainy inaugural day 
in 2008, we cut the ceremonial 
ribbon and waited for someone to 
show up -- and finally went out into 
the deluge to encourage folks to 
come and get groceries. At the last 
two pantries, nearly 100 people 
were already waiting when the door 
opened.  
 
There is so much to be thankful for. 
We've been able to provide groceries 
for over 1,000 visitors, who have 
been welcomed by the most spirit-
filled group of volunteers one can 
imagine. More than 100 community 
members have found working in the 
pantry a worthwhile way to spend a 
Saturday afternoon. The enterprise 



Saturday afternoon. The enterprise 
is grace in action -- neighbors 
helping neighbors, everyone 
enriched.  
 
On November 7, we're going to 
celebrate! There will be a festive 
volunteer lunch and gifts for our 
neighbors who have done so much to 
make the pantry a success. Hope to 
see you there!  
 
Community Support 
Nearly half of those 100+ volunteers 
who have pitched in at the pantry 
are not members of All Saints Parish. 
That ratio will increase in 
November.  
 
Girl Scout Troop Leader Sarah Kunz 
thought that helping out with the 
pantry would be a great way to earn 
a merit badge. We couldn't agree 
more! Thus, the scouts of Troop 
31709 will conduct a food drive in 
our neighborhood and bring in the 
goods for the November 7 pantry. 
Members of the troop will also 
volunteer at the pantry.  
 
A teacher at Roosevelt Elementary 
thought that setting up for an All 
Saints Food Pantry would make a 
great field trip. We couldn't agree 
more! Plans are still being finalized 
at this writing, but the general idea 
is that the kids will spend a Friday 
setting up for the November 21 
holiday pantry.  
 
Holiday Pantries  
We will again hold extra pantries for 
the holidays: in addition to the 
regular first Saturdays in November 
and December, there will be 
pantries on November 21 and 
December 19. Adding to the spirit of 
a pantry would be a great way to 



a pantry would be a great way to 
celebrate the holidays!. 

Ladies' Clothing Swap-Fundraiser 
for April Showers 
  
Volunteers for 
the Interfaith 
Homelessness 
Network's April 
Showers 
program have 
come up with 
another 
appealing way 
to raise money 
for this ever-so-
worthy cause. 
Here's the full 
story from event organizer, Tina 
Lambert.  

Ladies-only event! 

Friday October 23, Bethel 
Community Presbyterian Church, 

14235 Bancroft Avenue 
Cost: $10 per person plus a minimum 

of five items of clothing  

All remaining clothing will be 
donated to Davis Street Family 
Resource Center and Building 
Futures with Women and Children.  
 
Light appetizers and beverages. 
DOOR PRIZES: Must be present!  

5:00-6:30 p.m. Bring clothes 
5:00-7:00 Sort AND get free samples 
and gift coupons from beauty and 
gift companies 
7:00-9:00 Swap! 
9:00-10:00 Clean up  

 
Clothing swaps are a great way to:  

• Refresh your wardrobe -- out 
with the old in with the "new-
to-you"  



to-you"  
• Have fun -- enjoy the ultimate 

"night out"  
• Go green -- reduce landfill 

waste and promote reuse  
• Save green -- look great 

without breaking the bank  
• Help others -- local nonprofits 

will receive donations  

Swap items need to be clean and in 
good condition. Bring items folded in 
bags and mark the bags as follows 
based on the majority of your sizes: 
S, M, L, XL. Clothing swap-friendly 
items: All sizes and styles of 
clothing, purses, shoes, hats, 
scarves, belts, jewelry, unopened 
perfume, lotions, and bath products.  
 
Volunteers are needed to set up, 
sort, and clean up -- call Tina at 510 
409-6572.  
 

    Feast of St. Nick EventFeast of St. Nick EventFeast of St. Nick EventFeast of St. Nick Event  

Kathleen Waters  
   
Save the Date! 
  
December 6, 
a Sunday, will 
be our Feast 
of St. Nicholas 
Silent Auction. 
The hours will 
be from 3 to 6 
pm. A 
committee is 
coming 
together for 
decorations, 
food, auction and a bar with Irish 
coffee, Bailey's, Kahlua, and coffee.  
 
How You Can Help  



How You Can Help  
  
There are lots of opportunities to 
become part of the event. Currently 
we are working at acquiring items 
for auction. Gift certificates, event 
tickets, handmade items, and items 
you would like to buy are all needed. 
Don't be shy, ask the businesses you 
frequent if they would be willing to 
donate something to our fundraiser. 
Letters are available for merchants 
who request it for tax purposes. 
There will be special treats for the 
kids, and a children's shopping area 
will be available where they can buy 
reasonably priced, appropriate gifts 
for parents. To assist with organizing 
the auction, we are requesting that 
all items be received by Bronwen 
Howes by November 6.  
 
Additionally, we will continue the 
pay-to-play events and encourage 
people to be creative and open their 
homes for dinners, parties, special 
events, etc. Many wonderful 
memories have been made as a 
result of sponsoring a pay-to-play 
event.  
 
We are also asking for donations 
toward our theme baskets. You may 
have noticed several boxes on the 
stage with themes. The themes are:  

• Gardening 
• Youth/Kids fun (games, cards, 

movies, books, snacks) 
• Warmth of Christmas (tea, 

snacks, things to keep you 
warm, hot chocolate etc) 

• Christmas Wrap (wrapping 
paper, bows, ribbons, 
anything you need to wrap up 
things) 



 
These will be available for a raffle, 
as we do love our raffles! Next time 
you are out shopping, pick up 
something to add to a basket. If 
everyone brings one or two items, 
the baskets will be bountiful!  
 
As the event gets closer, we will 
provide lots of opportunities to help 
set up, clean up, cook, decorate, 
and entertain and much more. Sign-
up sheets will be available as we 
identify where helpers are needed.  
 
So get your ideas generating, talk to 
your friends, and save the date to 
come to a wonderful party the first 
Sunday of December and start your 
Christmas season off with good 
fellowship, great people, wonderful 
food, and lots of opportunities to 
buy ready-to-give gifts. 
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It's time to join an Episcopal 
Charities Action Network and use our 
skills and passions to address the 
root causes of poverty in the areas 
of health care and education here in 
the Bay Area.  
 
Action Network members come from 
local parishes, social service 
agencies, and those outside the 
Episcopal Church who are interested 
in working together. Action Network 
volunteers give hands-on support to 
projects that they identify, and 
Episcopal Charities awards grants to 
the qualified agencies and initiatives 
that run those projects. Networks 
meet once a month and interact 



meet once a month and interact 
online daily.  
 
To join, visit 
www.episcopalcharities.org, or call 
Justin Cannon, Program Manager, 
Episcopal Charities, at 4515-749-
7810. 
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Maxine Sitts  
   
Growing into 2010  
  
The Neighborhood Center at All 
Saints welcomes the community into 
our building for worship, learning, 
enrichment, friendship, and service. 
The Neighborhood Center Team is 
growing, with members of the Child 
Care Committee joining in our 
mission. And we can use a few more 
folks to help expand the use of our 
building.  
 
In 2010, we look for more child-
centered organizations, as well as 
other non-profit groups and 
individuals who need a low-cost 
space to reach out to our 
community. If you know of someone 
or a group that is interested in 
partnering with us, please contact 
Maxine Sitts, sittsbreck@att.net.  
 
Meanwhile, here are some of the 
current attractions of the 
Neighborhood Center. Why not try 
one out? For more details, check the 
calendar on the All Saints website. 
  
Saturday Mornings 
  



  
Featured 
This 
Month: 
Cardio-
Kickboxi
ng. This 
is a fun 
workout 
combinin
g shadow 
boxing, 
kickboxin

g, sports drills, dance moves, and 
yoga. This class is interval based, 
allowing people at all fitness levels 
to customize their work-outs. Every 
Saturday 8 to 9 a.m. $15/class. Call 
or email Charisse at 510-289-0892 or 
CharisseEvans@hotmail.com. Note: 
*Mention this newsletter and your 
first class is 1/2 price.*  
 
Monday Mornings 
 
QiGong Chinese Exercise Class. 
Enjoy a "sweat-free workout" to 
improve your strength, well-being, 
and focus with Chinese exercise. 
This is a 10-minute, slow-movement 
health care practice that you can 
learn at your own pace. Instructor: 
Cynthia Eaton is a certified Dayan 
(Wild Goose) Qigong instructor of the 
Wen Wu School of Martial Arts (El 
Cerrito, California), where she has 
been teaching since 1999. She 
teaches Dayan Qigong, meditation, 
and other health care classes at 
several Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Centers in the Bay Area and at the 
Castro Valley Adult School. Contact 
Cynthia at dyqginfo@gmail.com.  
 
Thursday Evenings 
  
Greek Dancing. Dancing for both 
beginners and experienced dancers, 



beginners and experienced dancers, 
with instruction by a professional 
teacher. Come and watch - you'll be 
dancing before you know it! Modest 
fee. For more information, contact 
Instructor Levon Der-Mikaelian: 
levon418@aol.com or neighbor 
Louise Metaxas 510-632-9112.  
 
Saturday Evenings Twice a Month 
  
Community Sacred Circle Dancing. 
Dances are taught in a comfortable, 
relaxed atmosphere. No prior 
experience or partners required. A 
$5 to $10 donation is appreciated; 
no one turned away for lack of 
funds. Maureen Atkins discovered 
Sacred Circle Dance in 1993 and 
began teaching in 1995. Contact her 
at (510) 317-9219 or 
maureenatkins@sbcglobal.net.  
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PROGRESS REPORT  

Maxine Sitts 
   
Focusing on Leadership  
  
Last month's newsletter reported 
that All Saints has begun its fourth 
mutual ministry review, wherein the 
vestry, rector, committee chairs and 
team leaders examine parish 
leadership from four perspectives:  

• What's going well?  
• What do we want to do 

differently?  
• How do we support one 

another as we move forward?  
• Help plan for the future.  



• Help plan for the future.  

The vestry began the review at their 
August 30 meeting. Facilitators are 
presenting the results to the vestry 
at their October 8 meeting. 
Responses are proving most helpful. 
They include a lot of information to 
help shape All Saints' directions in 
2010 -- its centennial year! A Mutual 
Ministry report to the congregation 
comes in November.  
 
If you would like to know more, 
please feel free to contact any of 
the facilitators: Jeanne Cochran and 
Maxine Sitts, past rector's wardens, 
and Anne Phillips, vestry member. 

  
 

 

For upcoming events, please 
visit the calendar on the 
website: www.saintsalive.net.  

  

CONTACTS   
  
Rector: Fr. Rob Droste, 
robdroste@sbcglobal.net  

  
Rector's warden: Liz Berg, 
lizberg@sbcglobal.net  

  
People's warden: John Trubina, 
jtrubina@comcast.net  

  
Musician: Dylan Snodgrass, 
dvsnodgrass@yahoo.com 

  
Newsletter editor: Mary Nelson, 
marypat56@gmail.com 
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